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1 See also § 1918.21.
2 See also § 1918.51.

after opportunity has been given to in-
terested persons to present their views,
amend or revoke any of the provisions
of this part.

Subpart B—Gangways and Gear
Certification

§ 1918.11 Gangways.1

The employer shall not permit em-
ployees to board or leave any vessel,
except a barge or river towboat, until
the following requirements have been
met:

(a) Whenever practicable, a gangway
of not less than 20 inches walking sur-
face, of adequate strength, maintained
in safe repair and safely secured shall
be used. If a gangway is not prac-
ticable, a substantial straight ladder,
extending at least 36 inches above the
upper landing surface, and adequately
secured against shifting or slipping
shall be provided. When conditions are
such that neither a gangway nor
straight ladder can be used, a Jacob’s
ladder meeting the requirements of
§ 1918.22 may be used.

(b) Each side of such gangway, and
the turntable, if used, shall have a rail-
ing with a minimum height of 33 inches
measured perpendicularly from rail to
walking surfaces at the stanchion, with
a mid-rail. Rails shall be of wood, pipe,
chain, wire or rope and shall be kept
taut at all times. Portable stanchions
supporting railings shall be so sup-
ported or secured as to prevent acci-
dental dislodgment.

(c) Gangways on vessels inspected
and certificated by the U.S. Coast
Guard are deemed to meet the fore-
going requirements, except in cases
where the vessels’ regular gangway is
not being used.

§ 1918.12 Gear certification.2

(a) The employer shall not use the
vessel’s cargo handling gear until he
has ascertained that the vessel has a
current and valid cargo gear register
and certificates which in form and con-
tent are in substantial accordance with
the recommendations of the Inter-
national Labor Office, as set forth in
Appendix I of this part, and as provided

by International Labor Organization
Convention No. 32, and which indicates
that the cargo gear has been tested, ex-
amined and heat treated by or under
the supervision of persons or organiza-
tions defined as competent to make
register entries and issue certificates
pursuant to paragraphs (c) and (d) of
this section.

(b) Public vessels and vessels holding
a valid Certificate of Inspection issued
by the U.S. Coast Guard are deemed to
meet the requirements of paragraph (a)
of this section.

(c) With respect to U.S. vessels not
holding a valid Certificate of Inspec-
tion issued by the U.S. Coast Guard,
persons or organizations competent to
make entries in the registers and issue
the certificates required by paragraph
(a) of this section shall be only those
persons currently accredited by the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration, U.S. Department of Labor, as
provided in part 1919 of this chapter.

(d) With respect to vessels under for-
eign registry, persons or organizations
competent to make entries in the reg-
isters and issue the certificates re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
shall be:

(1) Those acceptable as such to any
foreign nation,

(2) Those acceptable to the Com-
mandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, or

(3) Those currently accredited by the
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, U.S. Department of
Labor, as provided in part 1919 of this
chapter.

§ 1918.13 Certification of shore-based
material handling devices.

(a) An employer shall not use in ves-
sel-to-shore, shore-to-vessel, or in ves-
sel-to-vessel cargo handling any crane,
derrick, bulk cargo spout, or bulk
cargo sucker, as defined in § 1918.3(r),
which—

(1) Is not part of a vessel’s permanent
equipment and is either located ashore
or placed aboard a vessel only tempo-
rarily; and

(2) Is used to transfer cargo or mate-
rials other than bulk liquids directly
between the shore and a vessel or be-
tween vessels; and
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